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MESSAGE
PRESIDENT’S

Today, the world faces a 
number of humanitarian 
crises. I strongly believe 
that education in general 
and international student 
mobility in particular have 
already had and will have 
a crucial role in resolving 
these humanitarian crises 
and preventing the breakout 
of potential problems.

From this point of view, 
Türkiye Scholarships 
embraces the principle of 
“accessibility; fairness and 
equality; and emphasizes 
merit-based consideration” 
ever since it’s establishment.

According to UNESCO 2019 data; The number 
of international students, which was 2 million 
in 2000, amounted 5.3 million in 2017 and is 
estimated to reach 8 million by the end of the 
2020s. The remarkable rise in international 
student mobility influences all countries in 
the world, including Turkey, comprehensively 
in academic, economic, social, political and 
cultural aspects. Considering the fact that 
education is one of the major bloodstreams 
which enhances and nourishes stability, 
security and pros perity in the world, the con-
tributions of international student mobility can 
be understood much more clearly. 

Today, the world faces a number of humani-
tarian crises. I strongly believe that education 
in general and international student mobility 
in particular have already had and will have 
a crucial role in resolving these humanitarian 
crises and preventing the breakout of poten-
tial problems.

Likewise, it is seen that the unfortunate pre-
vailing tendency among the communities 
in the world towards “building solid walls, 
subversion and marginalization” also af-
fects the mobility of international students in 
many countries. Nevertheless, Türkiye Schol-
arships embraces the principle of “accessi-
bility; fairness and equality; and emphasizes 
merit-based consideration” ever since it was 
established.

The fact that the number of applications, 
which was 7,411 in 2011, reached 146, 600 from 
167 countries in 2019 with a rising trend since 
2012, accounts for the interest of international 
students in Turkey as well as the Turkey’s po-
tential in international student mobility.

Also, the fact that the number of international 
students in Turkey, which was 48 thousand in 
2013-2014, increased up to around 170 thou-

Abdullah EREN
President of YTB

sand as of October 2019, reveals clearly the 
multiplier effect created by Türkiye Scholar-
ships, which helped Turkey attain its interna-
tionalization objectives in higher education.

Türkiye Scholarships continues to achieve 
the aim of both contributing to the quality of 
higher education system of the host country 
and the target country and establishing a 
comprehensive bond between the countries 
of the grantees and Turkey. In addition, I am 
glad to state that Türkiye Scholarships is not 
simply an ordinary scholarship program, 
but rather a program that deals closely with 
the students’ academic, cultural and social 
development. A number of academic, cultural 
and social events, such as the International 
Student Academy programs, scientific con-
gresses and conferences, country meetings, 
“Türkiye Talks” (talks given by important fig-
ures), have been a productive and fantastic 
experience in many respects for international 
students.

Even though we have been satisfied with 
what has been achieved so far ever since the 
initial introduction of Türkiye Scholarships, we 
strive for better and more so that our valuable 
students can make use of the best resources 
and opportunities available. Knowing that the 
leaders, scientists, opinion leaders and busi-
ness people as well as the artists of the future 
are studying with a scholarship in our country 
makes us feel excited and proud. Likewise, I 
would like to express that we are looking for-
ward to receiving applications from leaders, 
scientists, opinion leaders and business  
people as well as artists of the future, for 
Türkiye Scholarships and we will be pleased to 
grant them scholarships at the most distin-
guished universities in our country.

Best regards,
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WHY DO WE

The great 
contribution made 

to international 
student mobility 

by the Türkiye 
Scholarships 

program is mainly 
based on five  

core values.

1. Türkiye Scholarships adopts a merit-based scholarship 
philosophy, relying on the objective criteria applicable for 
all applicants and aims to create a cultural, social and 
economic interaction both at an individual and community 
level.

2. It is aimed to improve the capacities and skills of the 
awardees of Türkiye Scholarships, in order for them to con-
tribute to development in their home countries.

3. The graduates who complete their studies under Türkiye 
Scholarships and return to their own countries are encour-
aged to contribute to the development of the existing ac-
ademic, social, political and financial relationship between 
their countries and Turkey.

4. In particular, the grantees at Master’s level are expected to 
contribute to the world of science and literature with their 
academic work.

5. Türkiye Scholarships provides scholarship opportunities 
to students who have limited access to education in “the 
least developed countries” and in “countries experienc-
ing a human itarian crisis”, in accordance with the princi-
ples of merit-based evaluation. The scholarship program  
persistently pro motes equal opportunities in higher educa-
tion. 

SCHOLARSHIPS?
AWARD 

T Ü R K İ Y E 
S C H O L A R S H I P S 
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How do we award scholarships?

HOW DO WE
SCHOLARSHIPS?

AWARD 

Türkiye Scholarships applications which 
can be made in 8 languages through the 
online application system are processed 

based on the academic achievements, 
extracurricular activities and other 

professional qualifications of applicants.

To apply, go to:

www.turkiyescholarships.gov.tr

During the stage of processing applications, 
applicants are evaluated based on their 
eligibility for the program which they have 
applied for and their academic and social 
achieve ments as well. 

The processing and selection of Türkiye 
Scholarships applications is comprised of 
four tiers.

1. Preliminary Assessment:

All applications are screened based on ba-
sic criteria such as minimum academic 
grades, age limit, the documents that need 
to be uploaded into the system. Applicants 
meeting the basic crtieria are shortlisted for 
further evaluation.

3. Interview: 

Following two stringent stages of review, 
shortlisted candidates are evaluated by Tür-
kiye Scholarships Expert Committee compris-
ing of qualified academicians and specialists.
During the interview; the applicant is asked to 
give details about their university and depart-
ment preferences, the information and letter 
of intent they have provided in their files, per-
sonal and professional expectations and mo-
tivations pertaining to studying in Turkey etc. 
as well as the potential contribution that can 
be made by Türkiye Scholarships to all these 
expectations. The interview is not limited to 
curricular or academic aspects, but also fo-
cuses both on the applicant’s command of 
the developments in the world, in the field that 
the applicant has studied and their capacity 
of knowledge and interpretation in social and 
cultural subjects.

2. Expert Review:

At this stage, the files of the applicants are 
carefully reviewed by an Expert Committee 
of Türkiye Scholarships based on a broad 
set of criteria including academic standing, 
qualifications, academic interests, career 
goals, consistency of program preferences, 
authenticity/clarity of letter of intent, partici-
pation in extracurricular activities, etc.”. Can-
didates are evaluated based on competition 
of their qualifications, where the outstanding 
candidates are shortlisted for an interview. 4. Final Selection Stage:

All successful scholarship applicants, con-
sidered prospective awardees by the in-
terview committees, are subjected to a fi-
nal comparative review by the Selection 
Committee and the list of distinguished ap-
plicants eligible to receive Türkiye Scholar-
ships is finalized.



10

T Ü R K İ Y E  S C H O L A R S H I P S

11

T Ü R K İ Y E  S C H O L A R S H I P S

Scope of Scholarship

SCHOLARSHIP 
The scholarships granted as part of the long-term 
programs (undergraduate and postgraduate) 
benefit from the following opportunities.

On the other hand, one or more of these 
provisions can be offered in the short-term 
scholarships, depending on the program.

SCOPE OF 

University 
Placement: 

The applicants are 
placed directly 

in the universities 
and programs, 

considering their 
preferences 

and educational 
background.

Accommodation 

“Accommodation 
service” is provided 

in the form of 
“student dormitories” 
over the course of 

students’ studies at 
undergraduate level; 

and in the form of 
“student dormitory” 

for the first year then 
“financial assistance” 

thereafter at 
postgraduate level. 

Tuition Fee:

The tuition fee 
required by 

the university 
department in 
which they are 
placed is fully 

covered.

General Health 
Insurance: 

Differing from 
other international 

scholarship 
programs, Türkiye 

Scholarships 
provides general 
health insurance 
equivalent to that 
of Turkish citizens.

Monthly Stipend:

Monthly stipend is 
provided, according 

to the levels of 
education.

Arrival and 
Return Flight 

Ticket: 

One-off arrival and 
return flight ticket 

for journey between 
home country to 

and from Turkey is 
provided. 

Turkish Language 
Education:

A free of charge 
“1-year Turkish 

Language course” 
is provided, which 
will make a great 

contribution in 
students’ university 
lives and also allow 
them to integrate 

into social life quickly. 

Academic, Social 
and Cultural 

Programs: 

The awardees of 
Türkiye Scholarships 

are given the 
opportunity to 

participate in the 
specially organized 
academic, social 

and cultural 
programs.

1 52 63 74 8
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Scholarship Programs

PROGRAMS
SCHOLARSHIP 

In 2019, the applicants 
of the undergraduate 
scholarship program 
were given the 
opportunity to choose 
from among 1.528 
programs at 65 
universities in 29 cities.

1. Undergraduate Scholarship Program

Outstanding awardees of undergraduate level studies 
qualify for direct enrolment in the departments of so-
cial sciences, humanities, natural sciences and engi-
neering in Turkey’s most prestigious universities.

Standard duration of undergraduate programs in Tur-
key varies between 4 - 6 years depending on the type 
of program.

Direct place-
ment in uni-
versity and 
program

One-off 
arrival and 
return flight 
ticket

1-year Turkish 
Language 
Course

Academic, social 
and cultural 
programs

Monthly 
Stipend 
(₺700)

Health 
insurance

Accommodation

Tuition fee 

Long-term 
scholarship 

programs
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Scholarship ProgramsScholarship Programs

Long-term 
scholarship 

programs

2.  Postgraduate scholarship 
program

Outstanding awardees of Master’s and PhD 
level education within the scope of long-
term programs qualify for direct enrolment 
in the departments of social sciences, hu-
manities, natural sciences and engineering 
in Turkey’s most prestigious universities 

In Turkey, standard duration is 2 years for 
Master’s programs and 4 years for PhD 
programs.

1. Success Scholarship

Success scholarship is given for one 
time only and is a 9-month program 
specifically designed for students 
who currently study at Turkish uni-
versities on their own finances and 
have shown exceptional academ-
ic achievement. This Scholarship 
program only covers the monthly 
stipend.

Monthly Stipend by level of study

Master’s:  

₺600
Undergraduate: 

₺450

1 2

PhD: 

₺900

3

The applicants of 
Graduate/Postgraduate 
level education in 2019 were 
given the opportunity to 
choose from among 2.254 
programs at 57 universities 
in 24 cities

Direct placement 
in university and 
program

One-off arrival 
and return flight 
ticket

1-year Turkish 
Language 
Course

Academic, social 
and cultural 
programs

Monthly Stipend 
Master’s ₺950
PhD: ₺1400

Health 
insurance

Tuition fee 

Accommodation

Short-term 
scholarship 

programs



16

T Ü R K İ Y E  S C H O L A R S H I P S

17

T Ü R K İ Y E  S C H O L A R S H I P S

Scholarship ProgramsScholarship Programs

Short-term 
scholarship 

programs

Short-term 
scholarship 

programs

2. Research Scholarship

Research Scholarship Program is a 3-12 months long pro-
gram, designed to encourage international researchers 
and academicians to conduct academic research in their 
fields at the most prestigious universities in Turkey, enabling 
them to work in cooperation with Turkish academicians. 
The program is available for PhD holders or PhD candidates 
at dissertation stage. This scholarship program only covers 
monthly stipend.

3.  Turkish Language Program 
for Public Officials and 
Academicians [KÂTİP] 
(8-10 months)

Turkish Language Program for Public 
Officials and Academicians [KÂTİP] is 
a 8-10 months long course intended 
for foreign public officials, diplomats, 
academicians, and researchers who 
wish to learn Turkish language and 
get to know Turkey more closely.

Monthly Stipend 
of ₺ 3,000 for 
awardees who 
are PhD holders or 
in PhD dissertation 
stage.

One-off arrival 
and return flight 
ticket

1-year Turkish 
Language 
Course

Social and cultural 
programs

Monthly Stipend 
of ₺2,000

Accommodation
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Scholarship ProgramsScholarship Programs

Joint 
scholarship 

programs

As part of Türkiye 
Scholarships, joint scholarship 
programs are carried out 
with national/international 
institutions and organisations 
by way of joint financing and 
delegation. 

1.  Prof. Dr. Fuat Sezgin 
Islamic History of Science 
Scholarship Program

Joint scholarship program was 
introduced specifically for 2019 in 
order to create an incentive for the 
studies to be carried out in the field 
of History of Islam & Science, as 2019 
was declared “Prof. Dr. Fuat Sezgin 
Year” upon the Presidential decree. 
The awardees of the program are 
provided with two additional hon-
orary incentive scholarships each 
year.

The scholarship program has been 
implemented in collaboration with 
Prof. Dr. Fuat Sezgin Foundation for 
Islamic History Research (IBTAV) 
and Kirikkale University. Around 1.500 
students applied for this scholar-
ship program.

2.  Higher and Further Education 
Opportunities and Perspectives 
for Syrians (HOPES) Scholarship 
Program

The HOPES project that ended as of 2019-2020 
academic year was carried out in association 
with German Academic Exchange Service 
(DAAD) and its partners; British Council, Cam-
pus France and EP-Nuffic. Türkiye Scholarships 
is the implementing partner of the project in 
Turkey. Funded by EU Regional Trust Fund (MA-
DAD Fund) formed as a response to the Syrian 
crisis, the project offers a certain number of 
scholarship opportunities to Syrian students 
living in Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan, Egypt, and 
Iraq.

3.  Albert Einstein German 
Academic Refugee Initiative 
(DAFI) Scholarship Program

DAFI Fund offers the opportunity to study on 
a scholarship at higher education level, to a 
certain number of Syrian students living in 
Turkey, in cooperation with United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). Türkiye 
Scholarships is the implementing partner of 
the project in Turkey. 656 students are sup-
ported within the scope of the program.

4.  EU Higher Education Scholarship 
Program (HESP)

MADAD Fund offers the opportunity to study 
with a scholarship at higher education level, 
to a certain number of students, in coopera-
tion with UNHCR. Türkiye Scholarships is the 
project’s implementing partner in Turkey. 175 
students are supported within the scope of the 
program.

5.  Yemeni Pioneers Scholarship 
Program

Launched in 2019 within the scope of the pro-
tocol signed with Veysel Karani Turkish-Yemeni 
Said Foundation, “Yemeni Pioneers Scholarship 
Program”, is a scholarship program created in 
order to enhance the relations between Turkey 
and Yemen and contribute to Yemen’s devel-
opment and stability. The scholarship program 
aims to allow Yemeni students to study in the 
departments of our universities, which will help 
them develop their countries in the future as 
well as improving their leadership skills. 40 
students are supported within the scope of the 
program.

6.  World Intellectual Property 
Organization (WIPO) Scholarship 
Program

Scholarships are awarded to a certain number 
of studentsdetermined in the mentioned fields, 
who will study in Intellectual Property Law 
Non-Thesis Master Program, in cooperation 
with YTB, WIPO, Turkish Patent and Trademark 
Office (TÜRKPATENT) and Ankara University.
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Key Figures

FIGURES
KEY 

In 2019

A total of 146,600 
applications were 
received from 167 
countries in 2019. 

Within the scope of 
long-term scholarship 

programs, 4,183 
persons were 

supported with a 
scholarship.

548 persons were 
supported within 

the framework 
of short-term 

scholarship 
programs in 2019.

1 2

3

4

5

Face-to-face interviews 
were conducted with 
10,815 applicants from 
87 countries of the 
world in 2019.

Total number of 
long and short-
term scholarships 
granted in 2019 is 
4,731.
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Promotional Activities

ACTIVITIES 
PROMOTIONAL 

Promotional 
activities were 
carried out 
throughout 
2019 in order to 
enable Türkiye 
Scholarships 
to gain more 
recognition 
around the world 
and to receive a 
higher number 
of qualified 
applications.

1.  Website

The internet address of Türkiye Scholarships 
was renewed in 2019 and was made avail- 
able for visitors, with its new look.

The new website includes all sorts of 
information needed both by prospective 
students and existing grantees of Türkiye 
Scholarships.

2.  Visits to countries and 
educational institutions

Various promotional activities were conducted 
in countries in an attempt to promote Türkiye 
Scholarships on site.

1 During the application period, public offices and educational institu-
tions were visited in Macedonia.

2 Promotional activity for Türkiye Scholarships was held in Sophia with 
the public authorities of Bulgaria.

3 Promotional activity for Türkiye Scholarships was held at various 
educational institutions in the capital city Tirana by the Albania Turkey 
Alumni Association.

3. Social Media

Türkiye Scholarships is active 
and engaged in social media 
via Twitter, Facebook, Ins-
tagram accounts. In these 
accounts, answers are pro-
vided to the questions asked 
by prospective students.All 
activities carried out as part 
of Türkiye Scholarships are 
shared with followers.

Number of 
Followers as of 
December 2019

26,000

46,000 

372,000  

instagram

facebook

twitter

1

3

2
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Promotional Activities

4. Brochures and posters

Brochures and posters were prepared in 
16 different languages including Turkish, 
English, French, Arabic, Russian, Bosnian, 
Persian and Spanish.

5.  Fairs and workshops

� Türkiye Scholarships took part in various 
educational fair organizations towards 
international student mobility, such as 
Kazakhstan Bolashak Fair, Eurasian High-
er Education Summit (EURIE) in Istanbul, 
International NGO Fair by UNIW, Educa-
tion and Culture Fair organised in Sudan 
by Turkish Maarif Foundation and many 
more.

� Türkiye Scholarships was represented 
at the workshop organized by the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) held on 29 
October 2019, addressing the participa-
tion of the least developed countries in 
the service trade, where Türkiye Scholar-
ships took part as the representative of 
Turkish Delegation. In the speech made 
on behalf of Türkiye Scholarships, the 
service and provisions provided by Tur-
key in order to develop the human re-
sources of the least developed countries 
within the scope of Türkiye Scholarships 
were explained.

� Türkiye Scholarships was promoted 
specifically at international education 
fairs throughout the year with the par-
ticipation of the Embassies of Republic 
of Turkey in locations such as Caracas, 
Maputo and Ljubljana.

#TÜRKIYE BURSLARI #TÜRKİYE SCHOLARSHIPS 
# TURQUIE BOURSES #СТИПЕНДИИ 
ТУРЦИИ #TURSKA STIPENDIJE #TUR-
QUÍA BECAS لتركية ا سية  لدرا ا لمنح  #ا

Brochures 
and posters 
in 16 different 
languages
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Application and Selection

SELECTION 
APPLICATION and 

Türkiye Scholarships has been 
the center of attention for 
the students from all over 
the world, due to rising value 
of Turkey in international 
student mobility, thanks to the 
student-friendly application 
system and the applications 
have shown a rising trend 
every year.

Accordingly, the number of applications, 
which was 132,000 in 2018, reached 146,600 
with an increase of 11,06% in 2019. 55,590 
of these applications were shortlisted for 
expert review following the preliminary 
screening process. On the other hand, 
10,815 applications were found successful 
during the expert review and the appli-
cants were called in for an interview. As 
a result of comprehensive evaluations 
conducted during the interviewing process, 
4,183 applicants were deemed worthy of a 
scholarship.

Distribution of 
Applications by 

Level 58,32%

65%35%

Undergraduate

MaleFemale

31,71%
Master’s

9,96%
PhD

Distribution of Applications 
by Gender



30

TÜRKİYE SCHOLARSHIPS IN 2019

31

TÜRKİYE SCHOLARSHIPS IN 2019

Application and Selection 

33,62%

%23,07

21%

23%

7%

4%

12%

12%

7%
1%

13%

%4,04

%1,05

1,46%

19,14%
11,95%

5,29%

0,38%

Middle East

Sub-Saharan Africa

Sub-Saharan Africa 

Middle East

Asia Pacific

Europe

Balkans

South Asia

North Africa
North America, Latin 

America and the 
Caribbean

Central Asia 
& 

Caucasus

Asia Pacific

Europe

Balkans

South Asia

North Africa

Central Asia  
&  

Caucasus

North America, Latin 
America and the 

Caribbean

Distribution of 
applications by 

Region 

Distribution 
by region

IN FIGURES 
SCHOLARSHIPS

REGION SCHOLARSHIPS

Asia Pacific 316

Europe 179

Balkans 561

South Asia 590

South Caucasus 229

North Africa 326

North America, Latin 
America and the 
Caribbean

56

Central Asia & 
Caucasus 624

Middle East 1066

Sub-Saharan Africa 1013

Grand Total 4731

Distribution by 
region
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Scholarships in FiguresScholarships in Figures

Distribution 
by level

BUDGET ITEM UNDER-
GRADUATE MASTER’S PHD

TWO -YEAR 
ASSOCIATE 

DEGREE

LANGUAGE 
COURSE RESEARCH

Long-Term 
Scholarship 
Programs 

2,175 1,286 722

Short-Term 
Scholarship 
Programs 

366 60 44 11 37 30

BUDGET ITEM MALE FEMALE

Long-Term Scholarship Programs 2,320 1,863

Short-Term Scholarship Programs 269 279

In 2019, 2,175 
applicants were 
given scholarships 
at undergraduate 
level; 1,286 at 
Master’s level 
and 722 at PhD 
level within the 
scope of long-
term scholarship 
programs.

52,00%

55%
51%

49%

30,74%
17,26%

Undergraduate

Male

Female

Male

Master’s
PhD

Long-Term

As part of the KATIP Scholarship amongst short-term 
scholarship programs, 22 persons were provided with a 
scholarship in 2019. 30 out of 129 applications made under 
the Research Scholarship and 213 out of 1,140 applications 
made under the Success Program were deemed eligible 
to receive a scholarship. And, finally, 37 of the applicants 
financed under the short-term scholarship programs are 
at language course level; 11 at two-year associate degree 
level; 366 at undergraduate level; 60 at Master’s level; 44 
at PhD level and 30 at research level.

In 2019, 2,320 of the awardees of 
long-term scholarship programs 
were male and 1,863 were female.

In 2019, 279 of the awardees of 
short-term scholarship programs 
were female and 269 were male.

Short-Term 

Distribution 
by gender

Türkiye Scholarships program 
considers the principle of “social 
inclusion” and encourages the 
principle of “gender equality in 
education”.

Long-Term 

45%
Female

67%
Undergraduate

11%
Master’s

8%
PhD

7%
Language Course

5%
Research

2%
Two-year 
Associate 
Degree

Short-Term
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Development Scholarships

SCHOLARSHIPS 
DEVELOPMENT 

Scholarships 
awarded 

in the least 
developed 

countries

Scholarships in 
countries with 

a humanitarian 
crisis (Yemen 

and Syria)

88% of the 47 countries 
identified as the 
“least developed 
countries” by United 
Nations Committee for 
Development Policy in 
2018 are provided with 
an opportunity to get 
scholarships within 
the scope of Türkiye 
Scholarships program.

Türkiye Scholarships program adopts the 
approach of preferential scholarship for 
students studying at higher education level in 
the countries where fundamental rights and 
freedoms are destroyed or threatened and 
where a serious humanitarian crisis exists.

It is one of the primary goals of 
Türkiye Scholarships to contri-
bute to the capacity of educa-
ted people in countries facing 
serious structural obstacles that 
prevent sustainable develop-
ment, which are vulnerable to 
financial and environmental im-
pacts, and lack sufficient human 
resources.

In this context; 88% of the 47 
countries identified as the “least 

developed countries” by United 
Nations Committee for Develop-
ment Policy in 2018 are provi-
ded with an opportunity to get 
scholarships within the scope of 
Türkiye Scholarships Program.

The scholarships, offered to the 
eligible and promising students 
from the least developed count-
ries, make up 32% of the total 
number of scholarships awarded 
worldwide in 2019.

In this context, 356 (8.5%) of 4,183 
scholarships granted in 2019 for 
long-term scholarship programs 
were awarded to students in the hu-
manitarian crisis zones in Syria and 
Yemen. The scholarship program, in 
which the general scholarship is limi-
ted to 1-2% per country, accepts it as 
a principle to apply positive discrimi-
nation for students of the countries 
suffering from a humanitarian crisis.

In addition to the scholarship 
support provided as part of Türkiye 
Scholarships program, 8,500 Syrian 
students are provided with a tuition 
fee allowance in order to ensure the 
uninterrupted continuity and succes-
sful completion of their studies.
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WRITTEN
EXAMS 

SCORE ASSISTANCE 
ACCOMMODATION 

It has been decided 
to include a “written 
score exam” as an 
objective stage in 
the assessment 
process, in 
countries with a 
high number of 
applications for 
Türkiye Scholarships 
at undergraduate 
level.

As a result of the 
high demand by 
students as well as the 
situational analyses 
made, the financial 
assistance payment for 
accommodation was 
launched.

Within the scope of the mentioned exams which are 
planned to be extended all over the world gradually, 
a “score exam” was held for the first time in 2019 as 
a pilot scheme, in four different cities of Afghanistan 
for 5,600 Afghani applicants and in 14 cities in Turkey 
for 10 thousand 500 Syrian applicants.

Based on the requests received from Türkiye Schol-
arships holders as well as the questionnaires and 
situation analysis studies conducted, the Türkiye 
Scholarships holders who receive education in Mas-
ter’s and PhD level began to receive cash allowance 
for accommodation assistance (with the excep-
tion of the first year students in Turkey and those 
who prefer to stay in student dormitories run by the 
Republic of Turkey General Directorate of Credit and 
Dormitories Agency).
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PRE-INTERVIEW REVISION OF 
EXAMS DIRECTIVE

TEST SCHOLARSHIP 

It has been decided to 
conduct a pre-interview 
test to measure the 
competencies and 
qualifications of the 
applicants of Türkiye 
Scholarships program.

It has been decided to implement a 30-mi-
nute test exam consisting of 12 questions 
prior to the interview stage, as from 2019, in 
an attempt to measure the basic compe-
tencies and qualifications of the applicants 
of Türkiye Scholarships program at underg-
raduate level. In this context, test exams 
were held for a total of 4,187 prospective 
undergraduate students in 87 countries, 
during which face-to-face interviews were 
conducted.

The Directive for Türkiye Schol-
arships Procedures was revised 
and published in its updated form. 
Also some guidelines and videos 
have been prepared in different 
languages in order to help better 
understand the directives specify-
ing the scholarship rules.
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Turkey 
Alumni
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Turkey Alumni in Figures

TURKEY 

IN FIGURES
ALUMNI 

In 2019, this Alumni family was 
joined by a total of 4.780 new 
members; including 2,314 
members as part of long-term 
scholarship programs, 372 as 
part of short-term scholarship 
programs and 2,094 at the end 
of the Turkish language prog-
ram for Syrians.

All around the 
world, there are 
approximately 150,000 
Turkey Alumni who 
have completed 
their studies in Turkey 
and returned to their 
countries.

T U R K E Y  A L U M N IT U R K E Y  A L U M N I
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SCHOLARSHIPS

At the graduation ceremony, 
which was held with the partic-
ipation of 1,500 graduates, H. E. 
President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan 
presented the certificates of 
graduation in person to top 
scoring Türkiye Scholarship hold-
ers who managed to rank the 
highest at their universities.

Graduation Ceremony 
of Türkiye Scholarships 
which has been held 
traditionally for 8 years 
for the international 
students who graduate 
after having completed 
their studies at 
undergraduate and 
postgraduate level 
as part of Türkiye 
Scholarships was 
held in 2019 with the 
participation of H. E. 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, 
the President of Turkey.

2019 GRADUATION 
CEREMONY OF TÜRKIYE

T U R K E Y  A L U M N IT U R K E Y  A L U M N I

2019 Graduation Ceremony of Türkiye Scholarships
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In 2019
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STUDENT ACTIVITIES IN 2019 

ACADEMY

INTERNATIONAL TÜRKIYE
STUDENT TALKS 

“International Student 
Academy” programs 
were organised in 
cooperation with NGOs, 
in order to help the 
international students 
in higher education in 
Turkey to improve the 
academic, social and 
cultural capacities and to 
form an interaction with 
the authors and artists, 
particularly with the 
academics in the fields 
they study.

In 2019, “International Student Academy” was orga-
nised in 9 different cities in Turkey, under “Introduc-
tion Seminars” and “Speciality Programs” and 3,000 
students applied for the mentioned programs.

“Türkiye Talks” have 
been carried out in 

various cities with 
the participation of 

leading personalities in 
fields such as politics, 
art, history, literature, 

sports etc. These talks 
are intended to enable 

students to become 
familiar with the 

spheres of politics, arts 
and sports in Turkey 

and also benefit from 
experiences the guests 

shared with them. 

In 2019, Presidential Spokesperson Assoc. Prof. Dr. 
İbrahim Kalin, Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu 
and former Minister of National Education Prof.
Dr. Nabi Avci, including some other bureaucrats, 
artists and athletes, held 12 “talks” in 7 cities as 
part of these programs and approximately 6,000 
students participated in these talks.
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SCIENCES PROJECT 
SOCIAL SYRIA 

CONGRESS WORKSHOPS 

It is among the primary objectives of 
Türkiye Scholarships to improve the 
academic skills of the international 
students studying at postgraduate 
levels in Turkey and to contribute 
to their intellectual knowledge and 
offer them opportunities to develop 
themselves.

As part of the scholarship programs 
carried out with EU fund support in 
partnership with UNHCR, intended 
for Syrian students in Turkey, regular 
workshops were organised in order to 
promote and support the social and 
cultural development of the students 
and ensure that they continue their 
studies and help them to adapt 
smoothly to the community they 
live in. Training programs have been 
organized within this scope, dealing 
with subjects such as intercultural 
communication, entrepreneurship, 
leadership, volunteering etc.

In this context, Social Sciences Congress which 
has been organised in an effort to create an 
academic environment which the international 
postgraduate students studying in the field of 
social sciences in Turkey can present their studies 
and share their knowledge, was held for the fifth 
time between November 7-9, 2019 hosted by the 
Karadeniz Technical University. 

108 students from 48 different countries present-
ed their declarations at the congress and a total 
of 400 students attended the sessions organized 
during the congress.

In this context, six workshops 
were held in 2019 in Ankara, 
Istanbul and Gaziantep and 
approximately 700 students 
participated in these workshops.
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STUDENT ACTIVITIES IN 2019 

STUDENT

A support is provided 
upon request, for 
the activities and 
events organised by 
the associations and 
unions founded by 
international students 
who continue their 
studies in Turkey either 
on a scholarship or 
with their own finances, 
with a view to help 
them with their social 
integration.

Country Meetings 
are held in order 
to enable Türkiye 
Scholarships holders 
receiving higher 
education in Turkey 
to get together 
and introduce 
their countries and 
cultures to other 
students.

In this context, the support has been 
given to nearly 20 activities organized 
in various cities in 2019.

In 2019, 700 students from 47 
countries gathered within the 
scope of “Country Meetings”.

ASSOCIATION
ACTIVITIES

COUNTRY 
MEETINGS 
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COUNTRY 

As a result of the 
cooperation with YTB and 
Ankara Social Sciences 
University, 23 different 
“Country Iftar Programs” 
were organized 
throughout Ramadan 
with the participation of 
international students. 
Within the scope of this 
program, international 
students had a chance 
to display and introduce 
their culture and customs 
of national and religious 
festivals in their home 
countries.

During these activities, the aim is to bring together 
students from various countries for an iftar gather-
ing and at the same time give them the chance to 
experience the host country’s social and cultural 
exhibits. A total of 6,000 international students 
participated in these activities that continued 
throughout the month of Ramadan.

IFTAR 
PROGRAMS

Discover Your
Potential With

Türkiye
Scholarships



www.turkiyescholarships.gov.tr
www.turkiyeburslari .gov.tr

0850 455 0 982

More information available at

Call Center

/TurkiyeBurslari


