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Abdullah EREN

President of YTB

We conducted numerous activities in 2021, mindful
of the responsibility we bear, the values we
represent, and the ideals we hold. Even though the
effects of the pandemic in 2021 was less than in
2020, it still was a big issue. Despite the pandemic,
number of applications for Türkiye Scholarships
have increased, and a new record was set by
receiving 165,582 applications from 178 countries.

iii

According to the OECD's "Education at a Glance
2021'' report, international student mobility has increased steadily over the past 20 years, reaching
six million one hundred thousand in 2019, more
than double the total number in 2007. According
to official data released by the Council of Higher
Education, the increasing number of international students studying in Turkish higher education
institutions reached 224,048 in the 2020-2021
academic year, clearly revealing the nature of the
total breakthrough in the last ten years.

programs, which have become traditional event
of Türkiye Scholarships as well as events such
as "International Student Awards, International
Student Sciences Congress, International Diplomacy School," were organized with widespread
participation. It is critical for Türkiye Scholarships
to support the integration of not only our scholars, but also all international students studying in
our country through these programs, and to help
them integrate into our academic environment
and culture.

The impact of the Türkiye Scholarships program
on our country's international student mobility
is primarily manifested in the issue of "qualified
internationalization," rather than a numerical contribution to the expansion. One of our Presidency's
main aims in international student mobility is to
advance academic and scientific excellence
in Turkish higher education through qualified
internationalization. From the beginning of the
Türkiye Scholarships program to the present, we
have been extremely pleased, both in terms of
our country's higher education and the accomplishments of our students who have received
scholarships through the program.

The "Merit Scholarship Program" and the "Academic Support Program" were the most visible
innovations of 2021 on behalf of the Türkiye Scholarships program, which we hope will contribute to
the qualified internationalization process underlined above. We hope to encourage qualified
students by rewarding outstanding academic
performance and participation in scientific activities through these programs. In addition, the
"International Student Internship Program," which
was launched this year, is a program that we
carefully developed and strengthened through
collaboration in order to provide our scholars with
experience and advantages, particularly at the
post-graduation employment stage.

We conducted numerous activities in 2021,
mindful of the responsibility we bear, the values we represent, and the ideals we hold. Even
though the effects of the pandemic in 2021 was
less than in 2020, it still was a big issue. Despite
the pandemic, number of applications for Türkiye
Scholarships have increased, and a new record
was set by receiving 165,582 applications from
178 countries. With the completion of the applications through a rigorous evaluation and selection
process, 3,579 additional qualified students were
added to our family within the scope of long-term
scholarship programs.
In order to protect our scholars from the effects
of global economic fluctuations, the amount of
monthly stipend provided to our scholars was
increased in 2021, as it was the previous year.
Furthermore, the "International Student Academy"

One of the program's main mottos is to interpret
the legacy of past with today's mindset, adapt it
to "today," and always work for "tomorrow." Under
the umbrella of Türkiye Scholarships program;Türkiye Scholarships students are meeting with our
well-established higher education institutions
''today'', and ''tomorrow'' Türkiye Graduates will
become leaders, scientists, intellectuals, business
people and artists all over the world, thus the
relations between countries/societies will grow
stronger. In accordance with this ideal, we will
continue to work harder and provide the best
in order for our country to achieve a position of
internationalization in higher education through
our well-trained team that monitors all current
developments in international student mobility.
With my best wishes,
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TÜRKİYE SCHOLARSHIPS

WHY DO WE
AWARD
SCHOLARSHIPS?
With the Türkiye
Scholarships program,
an important added
value is provided to the
internationalization
process and
international student
mobility in higher
education. Türkiye
Scholarships, which
constitute one of
the most prominent
pillars of qualified
internationalization in
Turkey, bases its longstanding corporate
philosophy on five basic
values.

1.

Türkiye Scholarships focuses on objective criteria in the
evaluation process of all applicants and adopts a merit-based scholarship approach.

2.

It is aimed to develop the capacities and skills of Türkiye
Scholarships students in order to contribute to the development in their own countries. Within this framework, many
academic, social and cultural supports are offered as an opportunity for interested parties during the scholarship period.

3.

The program's goal is to foster cultural, social, and economic interaction at both the individual and social levels
through the students who have been awarded scholarships. After completing their higher education and returning
to their home countries, the students in question are expected to contribute to the development of multidimensional relations between their home countries and Turkey.

4.

Graduate students, in particular, are expected to contribute to the scientific world and Turkish academic literature
through the academic works they have written and the
studies they have revealed. Various awards support these
works and their production in this context.

5.

Students who are deprived of the opportunity to continue
their education in "least developed countries" or "countries
experiencing a humanitarian crisis" are awarded scholarships under the Türkiye Scholarships program based on
merit. According to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, the scholarship program consistently supports
equal educational opportunities and aims to "ensure that
everyone has access to qualified higher education."
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HOW
DO WE AWARD
SCHOLARSHIPS?
Application address:

https://www.turkiyeburslari.gov.tr

Applications for Türkiye Scholarships programs, which are available
in eight languages via an online application system, are evaluated
based on the candidates' academic performance, extracurricular
activities, and other professional qualifications. The candidates'
compliance with the program's criteria, as well as their academic,
social, and cultural achievements, are all taken into account during
the evaluation process.
The application assessment and selection process for Türkiye
Scholarships programs is divided into four stages.

Applications
for Türkiye
Scholarships
programs, which
are available in
eight languages
via an online
application
system, are
evaluated based
on the candidates'
academic
performance,
extracurricular
activities, and
other professional
qualifications.
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How do we award scholarships?

1. Preliminary Review:

2. Expert Review:

All applications are screened based on basic criteria such as minimum academic
grades, age limit, and required documents.
Applicants meeting the basic criteria are
shortlisted for further evaluation.

At this stage, the Türkiye Scholarships Expert
Committee carefully examines candidates'
applications based on criteria such as "academic status, qualifications, academic
interests, career goals, consistency of preferences, originality/clarity of the letter of
intent, and participation in extra-curricular
activities." Qualified candidates are invited
to the interview stage if they are considered
and stand out in comparison to other candidates in the country from which they are
applying.

3. Interview:
Following the difficult two stages, candidates who are eligible for the interview list
are evaluated by the Türkiye Scholarships
Interview Committees, which are comprised
of competent academicians and experts in
their field. In the interview; Candidates are
requested to explain their university and department preferences, the information and
letters of intent they have provided in their
applications, their personal and professional
expectations, and the contribution that Türkiye Scholarships will provide in this context.
The interview, which lasts approximately 1530 minutes, is not limited to only in-curricular
topics, but also evaluates the candidate's
knowledge and interpretation capacity on
social and cultural matters, as well as their
command of global developments in their
field of study. In order to ensure the objectivity of the process, written test and score
exam test and score exam are also carried
are also carried out for candidates applying
at the undergraduate level before the oral
interview.

4. Final Selection Stage
All applicants who are found successful by
the interview committees and are designated as "scholarship candidates" are assessed
by the Selection Committee comparatively
and within the limits of the quota in universities and fields of study. At this point, a final
list of outstanding applicants eligible for the
Türkiye Scholarships is compiled, and the final announcement is made.
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SCOPE OF THE
SCHOLARSHIP
Students who are awarded scholarships
within the scope of long-term programs
(undergraduate and graduate) benefit
from the following opportunities.

1

2

University
Placement:

Tuition Fee:

Monthly Stipend:

The Türkiye
Scholarships
program covers
the entire tuition
fee required by
the university
department.

Monthly stipend
is provided
according to the
level of higher
education of the
awardees.

Following the
evaluation and
selection processes,
successful candidates
are placed directly in
the relevant university
and program,
taking into account
the preferences
and educational
background they
specify in their
application.

3

4

Turkish Language
Education:
"1-year Turkish
language education,"
which will make a
significant contribution
to scholarship holders'
university lives while
also allowing them to
participate in public
life more quickly, is
provided free of charge
to all scholarship
holders regardless of
the language of the
program which they
are placed.
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Scope of the Scholarship

In short-term
programs, the scope
of the scholarship
varies according
to the content of
the scholarship
program, and
details are provided
under the titles of
these scholarship
programs.

5

6

7

8

Accommodation:

General Health
Insurance:

Round-Trip Flight
Ticket:

Candidates who
have been awarded
Türkiye Scholarships
are provided with
comprehensive
(same as citizens
of the Republic of
Turkey) general health
insurance, unlike
many international
scholarship programs.

One-time roundtrip flight tickets are
provided between
the home country
and Turkey.

Academic, Social
and Cultural
Programs:

Within the scope of Türkiye
Scholarships, accommodation
support is provided in the form
of ''student dormitories'' or in
cash according to the levels
of the scholarship holders.
Accordingly, “accommodation
support" is provided to
scholarship holders studying
at the undergraduate level
in the form of ''student
dormitory'' automatically
during their higher education,
and “dormitory provision” is
provided directly to graduatelevel scholarship holders in
the first year followed by "cash
assistance".

The awardees
of Türkiye
Scholarships
are given the
opportunity to
participate in the
specially organized
academic, social
and cultural
programs.
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SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAMS
Long Term
Scholarship
Programs
1. Undergraduate Scholarship Program
Outstanding students who have been awarded
scholarships to study at the undergraduate level as
part of long-term programs are directly entitled to
study at Turkey's most prestigious universities in the
fields of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM), social sciences, health sciences, arts
and humanities, natural sciences, and business and
management sciences.
Standard duration of undergraduate programs in
Turkey varies between 4 - 6 years depending on thetype of program.

Candidates who applied to
undergraduate scholarship
programs in 2021 were given
the opportunity to choose from
among 274 programs at 79
universities in 29 cities.
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Scholarship Programs

The Undergraduate Scholarship Program
offers the following opportunities:

Direct
placement to
university and
program

Monthly
Stipend
(1,000 TL)

Tuition
Fee

One-time
round-trip
flight ticket

Health
insurance

Accommodation

1-year Turkish
Language
Course

Academic, social
and cultural
programs

With the latest
amendment in 2021, the
monthly stipend provided
to undergraduate
students was increased
from 800 TL to 1,000 TL.
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Scholarship Programs

Long Term
Scholarship
Programs
2. Master’s Scholarship Program
Outstanding students who have been awarded scholarships to study at the Master’s and PhD level as part of
long-term programs are directly entitled to study at Turkey's most prestigious universities in the fields of science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM), social
sciences, health sciences, arts and humanities, natural sciences, and business and management sciences.
Typically, the education duration of Master's program in
Turkey is 2 years, and the education duration of PhD programs is 4 years.

Candidates who applied to
Master’s scholarship programs in
2021 had the opportunity to choose
from among 776 programs at 66
universities in 25 cities.
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Scholarship Programs

The Master’s Scholarship Program offers the following
opportunities:

Direct placement to
university and
program

Monthly stipend
according to
education level
• Master’s: 1,400 TL
• PhD: 1,800 TL

Tuition Fee

One-time
round-trip
flight ticket

Health
insurance

Accommodation

1-year Turkish
Language
Course

Academic, social
and cultural
programs

With the latest amendment in 2021, the
monthly stipend provided to Master’s
students has increased from 1,100 TL to 1,400
TL, while the monthly stipend provided to
PhD students was increased from 1,600 TL
to 1,800 TL.
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Scholarship Programs

1. Success Scholarship
Success scholarship is given for one
time only and is a 9 month program
specifically designed for students who
currently study at Turkish universities on
their own finances and have shown exceptional academic achievement. This
scholarship program only covers the
monthly stipend.

Short Term
Scholarship
Programs

Success Scholarship Program offers the
following opportunities:

Monthly
stipend
according
to education
level

1

2

3

Undergraduate:

Master’s:

PhD:

500 TL

700 TL

900 TL
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Scholarship Programs

With the latest
amendment in 2021,
the monthly stipend
provided to students
within the scope of the
Success Scholarship
has increased from
450 TL to 500 TL at the
undergraduate level,
while the monthly
stipend provided to
Master's level students
was increased from
600 TL to 700 TL.
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Scholarship Programs

2. Support Scholarship

Short
Term
Scholarship
Programs

Monthly

500 TL

Undergraduate

The Support Scholarship is a 9-month program that provides only
a monthly stipend to international students who currently study at
Turkish universities on their own finances and have been determined to require financial assistance in order to continue their
education.
With the latest amendment in 2021, within the scope of this support provided at the undergraduate and graduate levels, the
monthly stipend provided to undergraduate students increased
from
400 TL to 500 TL, while the monthly stipend provided to Master’s
students increased from 500 TL to 600 TL, and the monthly stipend
provided to PhD level students increased from 600 TL to 700 TL.

Monthly

600 TL
Master’s

Monthly

700 TL
PhD
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Scholarship Programs

V

W
IE

GIULIA BEI ITALY
İstanbul University
Art History (PhD)

Short
Term
Scholarship
Programs
3. Research Scholarship
Research Scholarship Program is a 3-12 months long
program, designed to encourage international researchers and academicians to conduct academic
research in their fields at Turkey's most prestigious universities and to work in cooperation with Turkish academicians. The program is available for PhD holders or
PhD candidates at dissertation stage. This scholarship
program only covers monthly stipend.

Monthly Stipend

4.000 TL

S

A

fter finishing my master's degree in
Rome, I came to Istanbul University on a
Türkiye Scholarships to pursue a doctoral
degree in Art History. Before coming to Turkey
for education, I began learning Turkish as
a hobby. I can say that learning Turkish has
provided me with numerous advantages. My
master's thesis focused on Islamic Art History
and Archeology. During my thesis, I started to
focus on Turcology and Near Eastern studies.
One of my main goals was to study in Turkey
with Türkiye Scholarships, as this was the center
of my field. In addition, being able to study in
Turkish language and learn Ottoman Turkish
had a positive effect on my views. It was critical
for me to continue my education in Turkey
because there are few programs in my country
that examine Turkish art history. I believe that
studying art history in Istanbul means studying
world history as well. Today, I think that Istanbul
has a cosmopolitan structure. Thus, everyone
can find traces of their own culture in this city.
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Scholarship Programs

Joint
Scholarship
Programs

1. Albert Einstein German
Academic Refugee
Initiative (DAFI)
Scholarship Program
The DAFI Scholarship Program is run
by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
with the financial support of the
Albert Einstein German Academic
Refugee Initiative Fund (DAFI), offering higher education scholarship
opportunities to a limited number
of Syrian students in Turkey. Türkiye
Scholarships is involved in the project as an “implementing partner”
in Turkey. Within the scope of the
related program, support was provided to 636 students in 2021.

Joint scholarship programs are
carried out within the scope of
Türkiye Scholarships with national/
international institutions and
organizations through joint financing
or business sharing. Information on
the scholarship programs offered in
this context is presented below

2. Higher Education Support Program
(HESP)
Within the scope of the Higher Education Support Program, which is carried out in cooperation with UNHCR,
a limited number of students in Turkey are offered
scholarship education at the higher education level.
Türkiye Scholarships is the implementing partner of
the project. In 2021, scholarships were provided to 17
undergraduate and 43 graduate students as part of
the program.
In addition to the aforementioned scholarships, academic advisors have been appointed to provide academic, social, and other support to relevant students
within the scope of the program in 2021 at universities
where the number of Syrian students is high. Furthermore, 6 different 6-week long educational programs
on topics such as "Entrepreneurship, Foreign Trade"
were organized to assist Syrian students in their transition to the job market, with a total of 120 students
participating in the relevant programs. 12 new course
modules were added to the "online learning platform"
in 2021, which commenced in 2020.
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Scholarship Programs

3. SPARK Scholarship Program
The European Union funds the scholarship
program, which is run in collaboration with
the SPARK organization in the Netherlands, is
a higher education-level support program
for refugees in the Middle East and North
Africa regions.
In 2021, 597 students were granted scholarships.

4. Islamic Development Bank
(IsDB) Scholarship Program
The IsDB funds and implements its scholarship programmes as part of its overall efforts
to develop the human resources of Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) member
states and those of the Muslim communities
in non-member countries.
Within the framework of the protocol signed
between IsDB and Presidency for Turks
Abroad and Related Communities (YTB) in
2020, students jointly selected by the parties
are granted within the scope of Türkiye
Scholarships. In 2021, 711 international students were granted scholarships within the
scope of the program.

5. Yemeni Pioneers Scholarship
Program
The “Yemeni Pioneers Scholarship Program”,
launched in 2019 within the scope of the
protocol signed with the Veysel Karani Turkish-Yemeni Said Foundation, is a scholarship
program created to improve relations between Turkey and Yemen and to contribute
to the development and stability of Yemen.
The scholarship program aims to provide
education in our country's universities in
areas of need that will help the development
of their country in the future, as well as to
develop leadership skills among students.
Within the scope of the program, 40 students
were granted in 2021.

6. World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO)
Scholarship Program
Within the framework of the cooperation
of YTB, WIPO, Turkish Patent and Trademark
Office (TÜRKPATENT) and Ankara University, scholarships are provided to a limited
number of students to study in the Ankara
University Intellectual Property Law Master's
Program without Thesis.

Ebru, geleneksel Türk el sanatı.

TÜRKİYE
SCHOLARSHIPS IN
2021
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KEY
FIGURES
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Key figures

In 2021

2
1

In 2021, 165 thousand
582 applications were
received from 178
countries.

3

5
In 2021,
529 people
were offered
support within
the framework
of short-term
scholarship
programs

In 2021, a total of 8,597
interviews were conducted in
138 countries, including faceto-face interviews with 5,300
candidates in 35 countries, on
an online platform with 2,688
candidates in 77 countries, and
through the representative
offices of the Republic of Turkey
with 629 candidates in 26
countries.

In 2021, the total
number of long
and short term
scholarships
granted is
4,108.
In 2021, 3,579
students were
awarded
scholarships within
the scope of longterm scholarship
programs.
4
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PROMOTIONAL
ACTIVITIES
Promotional
activities have
been carried
out throughout
2021 in order to
enable Türkiye
Scholarships
to gain more
recognition around
the world and to
receive a higher
number of qualified
applications.

Promotion and Communication in
15 Languages
Videos, spots, posters, flyers and brochures in
English, Arabic, Albanian, Bosnian, French, Russian,
Persian, German, Spanish, Portuguese, Dutch,
Uzbek, Greek, Ukrainian and Bulgarian languages
were produced and sent to Turkish representations and used in social media for the promotion
of the programs.
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Promotional Activities

On-Site and Online
Promotional Activities
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
on-site promotional activities,
which were carried out in a
limited manner and only in
two countries (Nakhchivan
Autonomous Republic and
Bulgaria), were supported by
online promotional activities. In
this framework, in cooperation
with the diplomatic missions of
the Republic of Turkey located in
the Turkish Republic of Northern
Cyprus, South Africa, Uzbekistan,
Ivory Coast, Colombia, Iraq
and Vietnam for international
students, participants were
informed of the scholarship
program through online
promotional activities.

1

2

3

4

5
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Promotional Activities

Promotional Work in Universities
Within the framework of the priorities of the Türkiye Scholarships
program, promotional work was carried out at leading universities
in the target countries, and in this context, a letter signed by the
President of the YTB Mr. Abdullah Eren was sent to 672 university
rectors, administrators and academicians from 77 countries.
In this promotional work, a goal-oriented approach was adopted
toward academicians at universities with departments which Turkey
is academically well-known for such as “International Relations,
Turcology, Art History, Middle East, Near East, Mediterranean and
Islamic Studies, Anthropology, Archeology, History, Sociology”.
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V

Promotional Films and Live
Broadcasts
In order to make a global impact
on behalf of the Türkiye Scholarships program and to be a guide
for candidates at the application
stage, “introductory films” with
Turkish academicians and Türkiye
Scholarships students were shot,
and a video series titled “1 Question
1 Answer” was broadcast to answer
the most common questions of
the candidates, and “YouTube live
streams” were held in the Spanish,
Arabic, French and Russian languages.

W
IE

I

S

SUHA IYAD KHALED SBOUH PALESTINE
Ankara Haci Bayram Veli University
Public Relations and Publicity (PhD)

Promotional Activities

completed my undergraduate education
in Jordan and my master's degree in
Italy. In 2016, I began my doctoral studies
at Ankara Hacı Bayram Veli University in
the Department of Public Relations and
Publicity after granted Türkiye Scholarships.
Getting my education at every level in
a different country has benefited me in
every way. Learning from various academic
cultures has also allowed me to broaden my
horizons. With the Türkiye Scholarships, I was
able to observe global trends and practices
related to my field while continuing my
doctoral education in line with my academic
goals on the one hand. I can say that Turkey
has made positive contributions to me in
this respect because the Department of
Public Relations and Publicity is a branch
that also requires practical experience.
Thanks to the Türkiye Scholarships, I have
benefited greatly from the vocational and
academic training programs I attended.
I can say that making many friends from
various countries in Turkey has enriched my
life. I am sure that I will see the effects of this
diversity both in my doctoral education and
in my future career.
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2021
Application
And Selection
Procedures
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APPLICATION
and
SELECTION
Türkiye Scholarships
contribute to Turkey's
growing momentum
in international
student mobility in
both quantitative and
qualitative terms,
and has captured the
attention of students
from all over the world
with its user-friendly
application system
and facilities.

The fact that the number of applications for Türkiye
Scholarships increase every year proves its own promotional power of the program and its drastic effect
on the interest in Turkish higher education.
Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, which has also
shaped the general trends in international student
mobility for the last two years, the number of applications for Türkiye Scholarships, which was 158 thousand
168 in 2020, increased by 4.7% in 2021 and reached 165
thousand 582. Among those applications, 92 thousand
24 passed the preliminary assessment stage to the
expert assessment stage; 8 thousand 597 applicants
were considered positive at the expert assessment
stage and invited to the interview.
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Application and Selection

Türkiye Scholarships
Number of Applications

200,000
180,000

165,582
158,168

160,000
146,600
140,000

132,500

120,000

106,650

100,000

95,000

95,000

2015

2016

82,000
80,000
53,975

60,000
42,174
40,000
20,000

2012

2013

2014

2017

2018

2019

2020

2021

The point reached in the number of applications for Türkiye Scholarships from
2012 to the present is striking, and the momentum that has risen strongly since
2017 continued in 2021, and with 165 thousand 582 applications from 178 countries, an important stage in the history of Türkiye Scholarships and internationalization in Turkish higher education has been reached.
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Application and Selection

15,015
PhD

9%

47,552
Master’s

29%

Distribution of
Applications by
Levels

165,582
Total

103,015

Undergraduate

62%

Distribution of Applications
by Gender

39%

61%

65,190

100,392

Female

Male
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Application and Selection

2,022

9,100

Europe

Asia Pacific

1.2%

5.5%

2,025
Balkans

36,206

1.2%

Sub-Saharan
Africa

21.9%

42,381
South Asia

25.6%

Distribution of
Applications by
Regions

38,576

20,010

Middle East

23.3%

North Africa

12.1%

13,658

1,604

Central Asia and South
Caucasus

8.2%

North America,
Latin America and the
Caribbean

1.0%

As part of the measures taken against the COVID-19 pandemic, a
total of 4,108 candidates were deemed eligible for scholarships as
a result of face-to-face interviews conducted both online and by
delegations of Türkiye Scholarships or Turkish missions, as well as
the later multidimensional assessments.
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SCHOLARSHIPS
IN FIGURES
Asia Pacific

Distribution
by region

Europe

4.4%

4.9%

Sub-Saharan
Africa

17.9%

Balkans

12.7%

South
Asia

4.108

15.2%

Total

Middle
East

17.2%
North
Africa

7.3%
Central Asia and South
Caucasus

18.1%

North America, Latin America
and the Caribbean

2.3%
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Scholarships in Figures

Distribution
by levels

UNDERGRADUATE
DEGREE

MASTER’S

PHD

LANGUAGE

RESEARCH

TOTAL

Long Term
Scholarship
Programs

1,804

1,185

590

-

-

3,579

Short Term
Scholarship
Programs

322

72

29

15

91

529

Total

2,126

1,257

619

15

91

4,108

In 2021, 1,804 of
the candidates
were awarded
scholarships at the
undergraduate, 1,185
at the graduate
and 590 at the
PhD level within the
framework of longterm scholarship
programs.

%50,4

Undergraduate

%33,1

Master’s

%16,5

PhD

Among the short-term scholarship programs in 2021, 91
of the 272 applications submitted under the Research
Scholarship and 190 of the 1,084 applications submitted
under the Success Scholarship were awarded a scholarship. Within the framework of the Support Scholarship,
227 international students were provided with financial
contributions. Finally, 15 of the candidates supported
under the title of short-term scholarship programs are
at the language course level, 322 at the undergraduate
level, 72 at the Master’s level, 29 at the PhD level and 91 at
the research level.

%60,9

Long
Term

Undergraduate

%17,2

Research

%13,6
Master's

%5,5
PhD

Short
Term

%2,8

Language Course
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Scholarships in Figures

Distribution
by gender
Türkiye Scholarships program
considers the principle of “social inclusion” in line with the UN
Sustainable Development Goals
and adopts an approach against
“gender inequality in education”.
In this context; at the application
phase of long and short-term
scholarship programs, the candidate list, which is predominantly
male, is finalized by adopting affirmative action in favor of female
candidates without neglecting
social priorities and principles of
merit at the final stage.
In 2021, 1831 of the candidates
who were awarded scholarships
within the framework of longterm scholarship programs are
male and 1749 are female.
In 2021, 260 of the candidates
supported within the scope of
short-term scholarship programs
are men and 269 are women.

Türkiye Scholarships program
considers the principle of “social
inclusion” and supports “gender
equality in education”.

MALE

FEMALE

Long Term Scholarship Programs

1,831

1,749

Short Term Scholarship Programs

260

269

%51
Male

%51

%49

Female

Female

%49
Male

Long-term

Short-term
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Scholarships in Figures

Distribution
by areas
The priority of local needs in the
areas where scholarships are
awarded is taken as a basis in
order to "develop the capacities
and skills of scholarship holders
in a way that can contribute to
the development in their own
countries," which is one of the
main goals of the Türkiye Scholarships program. In line with this
situation, which is taken seriously
in the country planning aspect of
the program, the positive impact
that international students will
create in their homeland following their graduation and the
contribution they can make to
the relation between Turkey and
their country are very important
as well as the vision that the
candidates put forward during
the application process.

Within the scope of the Türkiye Scholarships
program, scholarships are provided by
considering the development of the capacities
and skills of the candidate students so that
they can contribute to the development in
their own countries.

1,148

Social Sciences

1,246

Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics
(STEM)

30%

28%

2021
Distribution of
Scholarships by
Fields

354

Business and
Management
Sciences

716

9%

Arts and
Humanities

17%

644

Health Sciences

16%
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Scholarships
for research
universities

52% of qualified graduate students who
applied were awarded scholarships to
pursue higher education at “research
universities”.

In the "Internationalization Strategy Document in Higher Education" published by the Council of Higher Education (YÖK)
on June 30, 2017, “In order to contribute to the Turkish higher
education reaching a better place in the world university
rankings, 'research universities' are determined among the
universities with the most suitable research potential, and
these universities are supported within the framework of a
special program”, has been determined as a goal.
The Türkiye Scholarships program, which makes a significant
multidimensional contribution to the internationalization
process of Turkey's higher education, in line with the stated
goal, considers the universities as a priority at the placement
stage in order to both contribute to the promotion of relevant
universities on a global scale and to establish academic,
knowledge- and thought-based interaction and knowledge
transfer between international students and research universities.
In this context, 52% of qualified graduate students who applied within the framework of long-term scholarship programs in 2021 were awarded scholarships to study at “research universities”1.

1

20 state universities and 3 foundation universities, which were specified
as "research universities" as a result of the "Research Universities
Meeting" held in Ankara on 13 December 2021, were taken into account.
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ZHANDOS KUDAIBERGENOV KAZAKHISTAN
Ufuk University Research Scholarship,
Political Science and International Relations

Scholarships in Figures

he purpose of my thesis titled ”Comparative
Analysis of Human Resources Management
Systems of Universities in Kazakhistan
and Turkey" is to investigate whether human
resources practices conducted at universities
in Turkey can be applied at universities in
Kazakhistan. The Research Scholarship program
under the Türkiye Scholarships, which allows me
to conduct field research, has made significant
contributions to my thesis and my academic
career. I had the opportunity to examine the
human resources organization of universities
in Ankara, their documentation systems, how
academic and administrative personnel are
evaluated, and how motivation practices work.
The International Student Sciences Congress,
Diplomacy School and academy activities
organized by Türkiye Scholarships allowed me to
develop myself both socially and academically. In
this respect, I think that the Research Scholarship
is an important opportunity especially for young
researchers.
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Scholarships in Figures

Scholarships
in least
developed
countries

The scholarships granted to outstanding
and promising students applying from the
least developed countries accounts for 24%
of the total number of scholarships provided
worldwide by Türkiye Scholarships in 2021.

One of the main objectives of Türkiye Scholarships is to contribute to the educated human
resource capacity of countries that face
serious structural obstacles to sustainable
development, economic and environmental
vulnerability, and do not have sufficient human
resources.
In this context, 85% of the 46 countries designated as “least developed countries” by the
United Nations Development Policy Committee
in 2021 are provided with scholarships under
the Türkiye Scholarships program.
The scholarships granted to outstanding and
promising students applying from the least developed countries accounts for 24% of the total
number of scholarships provided worldwide in
2021 within the scope of Türkiye Scholarships.
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Scholarships in Figures

Scholarships
offered to
countries
experiencing
humanitarian
crisis

One of the integral
core values of the
Türkiye Scholarships
program is “to
persistently support
equal opportunities
in education and
to ensure that
everyone has
access to qualified
higher education
in accordance
with the United
Nations Sustainable
Development Goals”.

The scholarship program, that typically the number of scholarships awarded is limited to 1-2% per country, adopts an
approach of affirmative action “without ignoring the principles
of merit” for students studying at the higher education level in
“humanitarian crisis” regions where basic rights and freedoms
are decimated or threatened.
In this context, 497 (14%) of the 3,579 scholarships granted
within the framework of long-term scholarship programs in 2021
were provided to students from Syria, Yemen and Afghanistan
who applied from the humanitarian crisis zone.
In addition to the scholarship within the scope of the Türkiye
Scholarships program, tuition support was provided to 7,649
Syrian students in order to ensure that they could successfully
continue their higher education without interruption.
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Burslandırma Sayıları

2021
Innovations
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Merit
Scholarship
Program
In 2021, a new incentive system was established to contribute
qualitatively to Turkey's higher education's internationalization
process, and the "Merit Scholarship Program" was established
to not only bring international students with distinctive
qualifications to Turkish universities, but also to reward existing
scholars with outstanding academic performance and to
encourage continuity of their success.

From

144

Countries

634

Türkiye
Scholarships
Students

In 2021, a new incentive system was established to
contribute qualitatively to Turkey's higher education's
internationalization process, and the "Merit Scholarship
Program" was established to not only bring international
students with distinctive qualifications to Turkish universities, but also to reward existing scholars with outstanding academic performance and to encourage continuity
in success. The monthly stipend amount of the students
who are eligible to be included within the scope of the
program is two times higher than the regular monthly
stipend amount paid for the level they are studying.
In the first year, 634 Türkiye Scholarships students from
144 countries were eligible to be supported by meeting
the selective criteria.
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Academic
Support
Program

T
The “Academic Support Program” was
established in 2021 in order to increase
the participation of international students
studying at higher education in scientific
activities and to support them in conducting academic studies within the scope of
Türkiye Scholarships. Scholars who participate in prominent scientific events at home
and abroad, or whose full articles have been
published in national peer-reviewed journals, are supported through this program.

S

NIGAR PASHAYEVA AZERBAIJAN
Hacettepe University
Pharmacognosy (Research Fellowship)

V

W
IE

ürkiye Scholarships Research
Scholarship Program has been
an important cornerstone for my
academic research and career. First
of all, being awarded a government
scholarship motivated me a lot. I
can say that my education process
in Turkey has enlightened me in
many ways. In this aspect, Hacettepe
University offers an ideal environment
for me to produce future scientific
outputs for my field. On the other
hand, being a student in Ankara is
also very enjoyable from social and
cultural aspects. I participated in useful
programs with many people from
different countries. Working with them
has improved the quality of my life. I
believe that Türkiye Scholarships has
opened many doors for me.
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International
Student
Internship
Program

412

başvuru
Applications

165

öğrenci
students
were
ön inceleme sonucu
accepted to the
programa
program
after the
kabul edildi
preliminary review.

It is critical to strengthen
Türkiye Scholarships students'
academic backgrounds with the
experience they will gain in the
field, giving them an advantage
in the employment phase after
graduation.

30

öğrenci
students
stajını
başarıyla
successfully
tamamladı
completed
their
internship.

The "International Student Internship Program,"
established in 2021 under the coordination of YTB
and with the support of relevant institutions and
organizations, was held in July and August for
scholarship students studying in the designated
pilot cities (Ankara, Istanbul and Konya).
Within the framework of the program, 412 applications were received, and as a result of the
preliminary assessment, 30 of the 165 scholarship
students accepted to the program successfully
completed their internship and were eligible for
certification.
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Protocol
Signed
with the
International
University of
Sarajevo (IUS)

The protocol, which includes the education of international
students in Turkey with Türkiye Scholarships, was signed between IUS and YTB in Sarajevo as part of the "International
Joint Undergraduate Programs" developed by the International University of Sarajevo in collaboration with state
universities in Turkey.
Within the framework of the protocol, it is anticipated that
relevant undergraduate students will study at IUS for two
years and will have the opportunity to study in Turkey for
two years through Türkiye Scholarships.

Ebru, geleneksel Türk el sanatı.

Turkey
Alumni
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IN FIGURES
TURKEY
ALUMNI
There are more than
150 thousand Türkiye
Graduates worldwide
who have returned to
their countries after
graduating from
higher education
institutions in Turkey.
In 2021, 2 thousand
230 more members
joined the alumni
family within the
scope of longterm scholarship
programs.
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TÜRKİYE
ALUMNI
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2021 GRADUATION
CEREMONY TÜRKİYE
SCHOLARSHIPS
The “Türkiye Scholarships
Graduation Ceremony”,
which has been
traditionally held for 10
years for international
students who have
graduated from
undergraduate and
graduate level education
within the scope of the
Türkiye Scholarships
program, was held in
Ankara in July 2021.
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Under the COVID-19 pandemic measures,
only 10% of the 2,366 Türkiye Graduates who
graduated in 2021 could participate physically in the ceremony, other graduates,
their families and previous Türkiye Graduates also participated through the “live
broadcast”. Within this framework, more
than 1000 guests in more than 70 countries
and 55 provinces have watched the live
broadcast.
The “Graduation Yearbook”, the first of
which was created in 2020 with the contributions of Türkiye Scholarships students,
was prepared with a wide participation this
year and presented to all graduates.
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Ebru, geleneksel Türk el sanatı.
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International
Student
Academy
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INTERNATIONAL
STUDENT ACADEMY
''International Student
Academy” has been
established in cooperation
with nongovernmental
organisations in order to
enhance academic, social
and cultural capacities
of international students
pursuing higher education
in Turkey and to direct and
encourage them to explore
academic studies and
out-of field studies and to
contribute to their ability to
interact with the authors,
intellectuals and artists
especially academics in
the fields they are receiving
education.

International Student Academy; was carried out
under three titles as "Seminar Programs", "Specialization Programs" and "Culture and Art Programs".
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Seminar Programs;
Were developed with the goal of
educating students on the fundamental concepts, approaches, problems, and debates in
the fields of "humanities, science
and technology, language and
literature, economy, theology,
media and communication,
health sciences, international
relations, regional studies, and
research methods."
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Specialization Programs;
was established in order to enable all international
students studying in Turkey to become competent in the
subjects of their departments or the seminar programs
they participate in and to produce more qualified studies
in the fields of “research methods, humanities, science
and technology, regional studies, language and literature,
economy, theology, media and communication, health
sciences and international relations”. Each international
student who participates the program submits an output
of the program content (visual material, short film, article,
report, project, etc.) at the end of the program.
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With the Culture and Art
Programs,
It is aimed to bring together
international students who are
interested in and those who wish to
improve their skills in fields such as
"classical Turkish music, writing and
decorative arts, cultural activities,
media and communication, and
traditional Turkish sports", which
reflect Turkey's cultural heritage, and
contribute to the cultural background
on the students in question.

7 cities
Under the COVID-19 measures, within
the framework of the "International
Student Academy” the "Seminar" and
"Specialization" programs were conducted
online and the "Culture and Art" programs
were conducted with a maximum
capacity of 5 students in a classroom in
2021. 150 programs have been organized
in 7 different cities under these titles and
4 thousand 891 students have applied to
the programs. 1,942 students who have
successfully completed the programs
have been eligible to receive certificates.

150 programs

1942
certificates

2021
Student
Activities
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INTERNATIONAL
STUDENT
AWARDS
"International Student
Awards" have been organized
for all international students
studying in various disciplines
at Turkish universities.
One of the goals of the Türkiye Scholarships
program is to give international students the
opportunity to transfer their social, cultural, and
academic backgrounds through the works and
ideas presented, as well as to create an incentive
mechanism. In this context, "International Student
Awards" have been organized for all international
students studying in various disciplines at Turkish
universities.
Within the scope of the International Student
Awards; a total of 892 applications were made in
the categories of culture, art, project, media and
communication, literature and report, and the best
works determined by the expert jury members in
each category were awarded after the final evaluation.
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INTERNATIONAL
STUDENT
SCIENCES
CONGRESS
Increasing the academic
qualifications of
international students
studying in Turkey,
contributing to their
intellectual background
and providing opportunities
for self-development are
among the priorities of
Türkiye Scholarships.

In this context, the "International Student Sciences
Congress" is organized with the aim of providing
an academic environment where international
students studying at the Master’s level have the opportunity to present their studies, share information,
and produce joint studies through various workshops and various activities.
More than a hundred papers were presented within
the scope of the ''6th International Student Science
Congress'' organized this year, and which, unlike
previous years, was not limited to "social and human
sciences", but also included "science and engineering sciences" and "health sciences".
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INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL OF
DIPLOMACY
A training program was
organized under the title of
“International Diplomacy
School” with the aim of
contributing to the intellectual
and professional knowledge
of international students
studying at the undergraduate
and graduate level in the
field of social sciences at
distinguished universities in
Turkey.
Students had the opportunity to participate in a series of seminars, conferences, and panels given by
leading academics in the fields of "regional studies,
international relations, political science, economy,
media, and security" during the 16-week program
in Ankara, as well as visit public institutions that
contributed to Turkey's foreign policy after the training. In addition, within the framework of the school
program, foreign state ambassadors also came
together with the participants as guest speakers.
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TÜRKİYE
SCHOLARSHIPS
OFFICES
EVENTS

"Academic, cultural, artistic,
sports, and guidance" activities
were carried out through the
Türkiye Scholarships Offices not
only for Türkiye Scholarships
students, but also for
international students studying
in Turkey without Türkiye
Scholarships.

"Academic, cultural, artistic, sports, and guidance" activities
were carried out through the Türkiye Scholarships Offices
in İstanbul and Ankara, not only for Türkiye Scholarships students, but also for international students receiving studying
in Turkey without Türkiye Scholarships.
More than 10 thousand students studying in both cities,
within the framework of related studies, had the opportunity to participate in academic support trainings, speaking
clubs, diction course and Turkish writing techniques trainings, seminars, reading groups, thesis presentations, art
workshops, museum visits, nature walks, country meetings,
career development programs, volunteering activities, football tournaments, country cuisine events, cinema, day trips
and thematic city tours.
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MINISTRY OF
CULTURE AND
TOURISM

ORGANIZATIONAL
STRUCTURE

PRESIDENCY
FOR TURKS
ABROAD
AND RELATED
COMMUNITIES
(YTB)

DEPARTMENT OF
INTERNATIONAL
STUDENTS
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COORDINATORSHIP
OF INFORMATION
MANAGEMENT

COORDINATORSHIP OF
CANDIDATE
STUDENTS

SCHOLARSHIP
SUPPORT
COORDINATORSHIP

PROMOTION
COORDINATORSHIP

COORDINATORSHIP
OF JOINT
SCHOLARSHIPS

COORDINATORSHIP
FOR SCHOLARSHIP
AFFAIRS

COORDINATORSHIP
OF DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAMS

For more information
www.turkiyescholarships.gov.tr
www.turkiyeburslari.gov.tr
Call center

0850 455 0 982
/TurkiyeBurslari

